
Mary Louise Smith
October 11, 1928 - November 25, 2025

ADRIAN- Mary Louise Smith, age 97, passed away early Tuesday morning,
November 25, 2025, at Charlotte Stephenson Manor under the care of
Hospice of Lenawee. 

 Mary was born in October 1928 in Coshocton County, Ohio, the daughter of
John and Catherine Marie (Duve) Lyons. When Mary was three weeks old,
her father, John, passed away, leaving her mother to raise Mary and her
brother, Jim. Mary and Jim share the same birth date with Jim being three
years older. 
At age seven, Mary’s family moved to Adrian, MI to be closer to her mother’s
family. In Adrian, Mary met many childhood friends, who became lifelong
friends. Mary graduated from Adrian High School as her class Valedictorian in
1946. She went on to attend Bowling Green State University, graduating in
1950. She entered the workplace, but returned to school at Adrian College,
earning her teaching degree. Mary loved teaching, starting out at McKinley
Elementary School and moving on to Alexander Elementary School for 30
years. 
In 1953, Mary married the love of her life, Samuel Smith, and they shared 47
years together before his passing in 2000. Mary was very active in the
community, belonging to the Adrian Garden Club, Adrian Drama Club, Tau
Delta Sorority, Lenawee County Retired School personnel and the MEA-NEA.
She was also a past member of the Croswell Theatre Board. For many years,
Mary helped to organize the AHS Class of 1946 reunions. 



In later years, Mary spent her summers on Round Lake, driving her pontoon
boat and in the winter traveling with her friend, Charles Eberline. Mary’s
hobbies were many; she took tap dancing lessons, played Bridge, traveled,
read, wrote poetry, gardening and cooking for family gatherings. She was loyal
to her favorite sport teams- the Detroit Tigers and Lions, and the University of
Michigan football and basketball teams. Strong in her faith, Mary was a
member of the Adrian First Presbyterian Church for 81 years. 
Mary is survived by her daughter, Ann (John) Nizienski and son, James W.
Smith; nieces, Valerie (William) Hall and Gretchen Smith; and many great
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her parents; stepfather,
Wilton “Doc” Greengo; husband, Samuel R. Smith; brother, CPL James R.
Lyons who was killed in action on Iwo Jima in 1945; sister-in-law, Bonnie Lou
Smith Robinson; and nephew, David Smith. 

 Visitation will take place on Thursday, December 4, 2025, at noon at Wagley
Funeral Home, Adrian; with funeral services beginning at 1 PM with Dr. Scott
Elliott officiating. Burial will follow at Oakwood Cemetery. 

 In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the First Presbyterian
Church of Adrian, Kitchen Fund. Online condolences and memories may be
shared at www.WagleyFuneralHomes.com.



Cemetery Details

Oakwood Cemetery

East Siena Heights Drive
Adrian, MI 49221
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Nancy Cunningham - December 02, 2025 at 09:07 AM

Always known to me as "Aunt" Mary and "Uncle" Sam since they
were the best friends of my parents, Dick and Patsy Hurlbut. We
shared a duplex with them at 116/118 Clinton Street when I was a
child and could go to each other's home through the basement
where the camel crickets lived. Aunt Mary always brought joy and
laughter and remained as sharp as a tack. There wasn't a time in
my life without her presence and she will be greatly missed.

James W Smith - December 03, 2025 at 05:19 PM

Thanks Nancy

November 28, 2025 at 02:38 PM

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of
Mary Louise Smith.

James smith son..of mary - November 26, 2025 at 07:27 PM

The best and there were a lot and forever dear to me 
 But the one I like to share is 

 When ever the tigers would win she call..me up and say what about
them tigers 

 And even if they lost she call me up and say bo 
 Who 

 I had one on voice mail i regret that I still don't have it.
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