Julia Anne Rhea

April 29, 1913 - September 14, 2014

ADRIAN--Julia Anne Rhea, a long-time resident of Adrian, died of natural
causes on Sunday, September 14, 2014. She was 101 years of age. Mrs.
Rhea was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Rufus Franklin Rhea,
Sr., who passed away on September 14, 1962.

Julia Anne Ray was born April 29, 1913, in Union Springs, Alabama, the sixth
of eleven children. In 1939, she graduated from Tuskegee University in
Tuskegee, Alabama, with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Education. On May 11,
1940, while employed as a school teacher in Macon, Georgia, she married Mr.
Rhea, who was the principal of the local African American high school. Mr.
and Mrs. Rhea moved to Adrian, Michigan, in the early 1940s.

For the next 70 years, Mrs. Rhea was a member of, and a volunteer for,
numerous civic organizations in Adrian. She was a life-long member of the
First Baptist Church of Adrian, serving in various committee and educational
capacities. Among her other commitments were The Christian Family Centre,
the Veterans of Foreign Wars Ladies Auxiliary, the American Association of
University Women, and the Ladies of the Red Hat Society. Her personal
avocation was gardening for which she received several awards. After the
death of her husband, Mrs. Rhea was employed as a teacher and counselor
at the former Girls State Training School in Adrian. Upon her retirement in
1983, she became an active participant in the Michigan State Employee



Retirees Association. She received the prestigious Martin Luther King Award
from the local chapter of NAACP in 1999..

Mrs. Rhea was preceded in death by her daughter June A. Rhea, who was an
elementary school teacher in Adrian and Lansing, Michigan respectively. She
is survived by her son, Rufus F. Rhea, Jr., of Adrian; daughter, Jennifer A.
Junior of Troy, Michigan; granddaughter, Katrina Rhea of Ferndale, Michigan;
grandson, Rufus Rhea lll of Adrian; granddaughter, Joy Junior of Troy,
Michigan; granddaughter, Jean Junior of Boston, Massachusetts;
stepdaughter, Barbara Jean Hagler of San Francisco, California; daughters of
Mrs. Hagler and step-granddaughters of Mrs.Rhea, Tijanna Odette Eaton and
Kyra Yasmin Hagler. Mrs. Rhea is also survived by numerous nieces and
nephews.

Visitation will be at the Wagley Funeral Home in Adrian on Friday, September
19, 2014, 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Services will be at the Wagley Funeral Home
on Saturday, September 20, 2014, commencing at 10:00 a.m. Following
services, burial will be at Oakwood Cemetery in Adrian.

In lieu of flowers, donations in memory of Julia Anne Rhea may be made to
the Hospice of Lenawee, Lenawee County Department on Aging, or the
American Cancer Society.

Envelopes will be available at the funeral home.
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Tribute Wall

Julia Anne Rhea

January 28, 2023 at 12:24 PM

My family met Mrs. Rhea at the UH when my brother shared a room
with Rufus Jr. Mom and Dad had so many nice memories of their
visits and | believe they exchanged Christmas cards for many years.
I am so sorry for your loss and send my sincere condolences to all
of the family. Melissa (Hanna) Berry

Melissa (Hanna) Berry - September 19, 2014 at 12:48 PM

Mrs. Rhea has always been a person that has always been in that
background of my life. Whenever there was a family gathering, she
was always invited and attended. She was always one of those
examples for us to look to and follow. Mrs. Rhea when she was able
to get to the grocery store, always had a hug for and asked about
my family. Her yard was always a showcase. She was a wonderful
treasure to the community. To her family, | am so sorry for your loss.

Kevin Renee (Carter) Mosher - September 19, 2014 at 11:31 AM

When | was a little girl, my family and I lived in a duplex on Winter
St. right at the end of Cross St. (it is gone now--burned down |
believe). | remember her beautiful flowers.

So sorry for your loss, Jennifer and family. Jettie (Kendrick)
Seeburger

Jettie Seeburger - September 18, 2014 at 03:30 PM



Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Julia Anne Rhea.

September 18, 2014 at 02:00 PM

Janet Allshouse Curtiss lit a candle in : I'
memory of Julia Anne Rhea

Janet Allshouse Curtiss - September 18, 2014 at 05:39 AM
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