
Eleanor Charlotte Schippers
September 15, 1929 - March 15, 2021

ADRIAN- Eleanor Charlotte Schippers, age 91 of Adrian, Michigan passed
away on March 15, 2021. She was born September 15, 1929, in Creston,
Iowa to John and Olga (Boettcher) Kilian. On August 3, 1951, she married
George Schippers in Holland, Michigan. 

 

At the age of nine, Eleanor became the organist at the Lutheran Church in
Creston, Iowa and later continued organ studies at the University of Dubuque
in Iowa. 

 

Eleanor graduated from Holland High School in 1947 and then attended
Western Michigan University, graduating cum laude in 1951 with a Bachelor of
Music degree in Public School Music. Mrs. Schippers taught elementary
music in Morenci, Tecumseh and Adrian schools, retiring in 1958. 

 She was an early member of Matinee Musical and served as president, vice-
president, secretary and treasurer, a member of The Adrian Garden Club
where she served as secretary, and a past member of Alpha Omega Study
group. 

 

Eleanor was a charter member of Hope Lutheran church serving as organist,
children’s choir director, Youth leader, choir member, treasurer of the Women’s
Group, and a member of the Worship Commission. 

 



Survivors include her five children, Steven Schippers of Baltimore, Maryland,
Jan Schippers of Ann Arbor, Michigan, Beth (Robert) Zelony of Pound Ridge,
New York, Kathleen (Jeffrey) VarnHagen of Howell, Michigan, and Laura
(Daniel) Lamont of Mendham, New Jersey; grandchildren, Michael, Sarah and
Hannah Schippers, Meghan Zelony Lujan and Taylor Zelony, Stephanie,
Elizabeth, Joshua and Natalie VarnHagen and Nicholas, Jack and Abigail
Lamont; 2 great-grandchildren, Jaxon Schippers and Elias Lujan; her brother,
John (Shirley) Kilian of Swartz Creek, Michigan and brother -in-law, Dr.
William Heydorn of Tiburon, California. She was preceded in death by her
parents; husband, George Schippers; sisters, Olga DeKok and Joan Heydorn;
brother-in-law, Paul DeKok and sister-in-law, Della Schippers. 

Cremation has taken place as requested by Eleanor. Visitation will be held at
Wagley Funeral Home, Adrian from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on April 10,
2021. A memorial service will be held at Hope Lutheran Church on April 10,
2021 at 1:00 p.m. with the Rev. Paul Herter officiating. Please contact the
church for reservations as seating will be limited. Social distancing and mask
requirements will be followed at both venues. 

A live streaming of Eleanor's memorial service will be accessible from Hope
Lutheran Church's Facebook page beginning at 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 10,
2021. 

The family requests in lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to
Hope Lutheran Church or Adrian College Department of Music. If you have
any questions regarding memorial contributions please contact the funeral
home for more details. 

 

Arrangements have been entrusted to Wagley Funeral Home in Adrian, where
online memories and condolences may be shared at www.WagleyFuneralHom
es.com.





Previous Events

Visitation

APR 10. 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Wagley Funeral Home (Adrian)
1501 W. Maumee St.
Adrian, MI 49221
(517) 263-1400
info@wagleyfuneralhome.com
https://www.WagleyFuneralHome.com

Memorial Service

APR 10. 1:00 PM (ET)

Hope Lutheran Church
5625 WUS 223
Adrian, MI

mailto:info@wagleyfuneralhome.com
https://www.wagleyfuneralhome.com/
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January 28, 2023 at 12:24 PM

Eleanor Charlotte Schippers

April 08, 2021 at 08:30 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Eleanor Charlotte Schippers.

Becky Creps - March 22, 2021 at 01:18 PM

Eleanor was such a faithful woman. Our prayers go out to all her
family because we know it is hard to say good-bye on this side of
heaven. We rejoice that she is back with George and waiting for you
all the join her. 

  
Love and prayers, Becky and Chad Burtless-Creps.

Harry & Nancy Teets - March 19, 2021 at 10:19 PM

Eleanor was such a beautiful role model of Proverbs 31. She and
George were easy picks to be the godparents of our son, Micah.
Her daughters were wonderful babysitters and her whole family a
pleasure to know. Eleanor, may God bless you in the heavenly
realms as you stand in His presence forevermore.

https://www.wagleyfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wagleyfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Kay Logan - March 19, 2021 at 01:27 PM

My heartfelt sympathy go out to you on the loss of your mom. She
always had a smile and a kind word for all. Praying that God's love
enfolds you and comforts you in this time of sorrow, but also time of
joy in knowing that she is in heaven singing with Jesus! Kay Logan.

Sharron F Sheridan - March 19, 2021 at 12:43 PM

Eleanor was a gracious and encouraging woman of faith and a very
important charter member of Hope Lutheran Church. When she had
to retire from playing the organ we missed her part in our services
and choir accompaniment. She watched after any young person
who played an instrument or could sing and encouraged them to
lend their skills to our special services. I personally will miss her
greatly. I know you as family are at peace now that she has
received her crown of glory. Sharron Sheridan


